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LA VOCE DEI RAGAZZI - THE YOUNG’S VOICE

Andris, 18 years old

I was born in December of 1989. Went to nursery school then also to
primary school. | finished four Forms and then started learning in the
secondary school where | finished eight Forms. | remained for the
second year in both Form 7th and 8th.

After that | started to learn in one of the primary boarding schools of
Riga region and | as if started a new life. This school got me back up to
my feet, encouraged and now I’ll graduate in June of 2008 and open up
the door to a new life and other opportunities.

Teacher’s comment

This boy started to attend our school in Form 8. He is very energetic
with a good sense of humour. In our school he started to believe in
himself and his personality really blossomed. He finished 9th Form as
one of the best students. After that the boy entered one of colleges in
Riga to study ,,Tourism and customer service”.

Starting with the October this year he will move to study in
Professional School and will acquire here the programme ,Heat, Gas
andWater Technologies”.

Juris, 18 years old

I was born in April, year 1990. First seven Forms were rather
insignificant. | finished them in one of secondary schools in a small town
of Riga region. After the seventh Form | came to this primary boarding
school. Here | entered a class with cook education specialization. The
first year was not so brilliant. There were too many lessons and in the
beginning the class did not seem the most distinguished and best. The
second half of the year was much better. Perhaps because I’ve got used
to this school.

In the second year we had to look for a place to go for practice. That’s
how | started working in one of the bars. At first | didn’t like this
occupation but | tried hard to acquire everything. | started to like it
with time. Now the third year has come and is getting closer to its end.
I’m very glad that | came to this school. If the teacher that | had hasn’t
been so great | would not graduate this school and obtain so much
knowledge. I’'ll remember it for the rest of my life.

Teacher’s comment

The boy comes from a low-income unfavourable family. During the time
when the boy attended our school his parents not once took the
interest in boy’s progress at school. The first year it was hard to deal
with him, he was aggressive, easily irritable, could hardly control his
behaviour.

Some changes in boy’s behaviour occurred only in the second year. As
the result of successful psychological training this boy became more
goal-oriented, could better get along with teachers and started to trust
them. He finished the 9th Form and acquired the cook’s assistant
trade. Currently the boy is working in relation with his professional
education.
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Marija, 17 years old

| was born in May of 1991. | don’t quite remember my childhood. | recall myself being four years old and my
childhood was not of the happiest ones. It was time | did not live with my real mother. | lived with my father and
stepmother. | was a real trouble-maker, almost like a little boy...

Then | started to attend the 1st Form and, of course, couldn’t live without making any trouble. | spent all of my
spare time hanging out with boys because | got along better with them tan with girls. Girls are like ,sissies” who
whine all the time.

Then came the moment | stopped living with dad. | lived with my godmother who looked after me for some time.
During the time when | lived with her | managed to change two schools and enter the third one. That time was not a
walk in a park either.

Then there was time | spent in a boarding school in Riga region. It was something! | spent the most wonderful years
of my life there. Not many years...but at least it seems so to me. | am not acting saint here as well!!! But | admit
that | have learned a lot about life and many people have helped me here.

For what reasons did | enter the boarding school? Because of my home life. But openly speaking | don’t regret it
because it’s really nice to be here. | won’t deny there are moments when there’s no willingness to learn but there’s
nothing else left for me to do - | need it for my future life that | will start building.

And that’s how | came to the Form 9...At first | was shocked that | managed to get so far with my education. But I’'m
learning because | will need it to get a good job and avoid the mistakes my father has made.

| can say that it’s not easy for me now but I’m struggling as hard as | can and | don’t think of giving up. There have
been harsh moments in my life that I’ve overcome and that’s why I’m struggling further no to make these mistakes in
my life. | suppose | have brought me up by myself and I’ll continue to do so...

If | have come so far I’'ll go on whatever it takes. No matter what obstacles I’ll have to overcome - I’ll do it anyway.

So..., | could write something more but there’s not enough space on this paper. | can say that I’ll never give up,
wherever the road takes me...

Teacher’s comment

/ can’t tell much about this girl. | have been acquainted with her starting from the Form 7. She is a girl with “guts”.
She was able to take a firm stand in every situation. The girl’s best friends were always boys.

In Study year 2008/2009 she entered the 1st year of educational programme “Catering service” at Professional
School. Presently she is actively engaged in work of school’s parliament.

Ivars, 16 years old

I don’t remember much about my childhood but the fact was that | was stubborn and made a lot of trouble. | did not
stay long also in the nursery school because | played pranks and did not like being there. Until the 5th Form | felt free
to do whatever | wanted much more than my brother did. My mom thought that my brother should not be such a
loafer as me. Mom supposed that nothing could change me for better. Not to let my brother become like me his
actions were rather limited. | could go wherever | wanted to - | should just be at home in the evening. My behaviour
at school was the worst of all.

Quite often | was kept in detention and escaped from it. After the 5th Form | started doing more bad things - smoked,
started drinking but parents didn’t know about that. | started smoking from time to time since | was only seven. In the
seventh Form my parents found out and | was scolded. | ran away from home did not show up for three days. All three
days | spent together with my more mature friends, we lived near the lake side and drank alcohol. As | had missed too
many lessons in the 7th Form | had to repeat a year and later on | was thrown out of school. Then | came to this
primary boarding school. Of course | caused less trouble but did not quit smoking, drank on Saturdays and Sundays
when | was at home. The more were the things forbidden, the more | did them.

In the 8th Form | finally realized that it’s bad for my health and smoked less. | suffered also because of my difficult
nature. This year | am in the ninth Form and it seems that my classmates are good because | have changed a lot. This
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school helped me. Everything would be much better! | would like to become a craftsman or a cook because | like
these both trade groups offered by our school. My dream is to play bass guitar in a band.

Teacher’s comment

After graduation of Boarding School the boy continued his studies at Professional Secondary School and for all these
years has been actively engaged in Youth Guard organization. He finished ,Heat, Gas and Water Technologies”
programme in our school.

His school performance was average. After graduating the professional secondary school he continued to work in
trade business in relation with the acquired professional education.

llze

Mommy...I know that most probably you’re doing fine. | and dad are doing great. | have two brothers and a little baby
sister. Though my brothers are my stepbrothers | love them from all of my heart. Although you are my real mother |
despise and hate you as much as a human being can hate. When you left, | and father remained like two orphans
without a mother. Dad started drinking and often did not come home. | was alone. Sitting home and was afraid for my
dad. | knew that if something would happen to him | would be placed in a children’s home. When | was afraid | needed
you so much and | was ready to do everything. | wanted you to come to me and say: ,,Good night, honey!” Give me a
kiss like all mothers do. Daddy worked hard to provide me with clothing and food. Dad loved me as hard as only two
parents could love their child. The only problem was that he drank.

Then | was taken to nursery school. It was horrible. | was then 3-4 years old but | remember it clearly. From the
nursery to home | was taken by some ladies. | was asking a girl in the group ,,Where is your dad?” The girl answered:
,»This is my mom.” | asked: ,,What is a mom?” Then the entire group laughed about me. | felt miserable. At home |
asked my dad: ,,Where is my mom?” Dad did not answer for a long time. Since that time | was afraid of children. Dad
came come drunk more frequently. Mom, you were never there. We needed you so much. You were never, never,
never, hear me, never there.

Then a friend of my godmother and my dad became friends. Dad took no notice of me and | acted naughty and got
angry. Dad did not give me a kiss and did not read fairy-tale in the evening. Just kept talking with this woman. Then |
invented an imaginary friend - a dwarf and talked to him. | was stubborn, cried a lot and ran to a shed together with
my little dwarf and a dog named Shariks. At that moment, mommy, | needed you the most but | only had a little
dwarf and Shariks beside me. Then | felt all alone in this world and | needed a mother the most.

Came my birthday and dad gave me a toy dwarf and | was so happy. Dad asked me: ,,Would you like to have a
mother?” | said: ,,Yes, very much!” Dad said that he would like to marry aunt. | started crying and was against it and
said: ,,No one will ever take you away from me!” Dad was very sorrowful. | loved him and understood his point and
therefore | complied with it. | owe much to both dad and aunt. Now we have a real family. Daddy would not drink
anymore.

If you will be reading this letter do never show up.

Perhaps, I’'m feeling it otherwise.
Your ex-daughter

Teacher’s comment:

Socially active girl who shows herself as hard-working regarding her studies. In Form 9 continued to study in school of
her local government.

Andris, 18 gadus vecs

Es piedzimu 1989.gada decembri. Gaju bérnudarza. Péc tam ar7 sakumskola. Tur es pabeidzu Cetras klases un tad saku
macities vidusskola, kura pabeidzu astonas klases. Paliku uz otru gadu macities gan 7.klas€, gan 8.klase.

Tad es saku macities viena no Rigas rajona internatpamatskolam un mana dzive sakas no jauna. ST skola mani pacéla,
uzmundrinaja un nu jau es 2008.gada jinija izlaidiSos un paversu sev durvis uz jaunu dzivi un citam iesp&jam.
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Skolotaja komentars

Misu skola zéns saka macities 8.klasé. Vips ir loti atraktivs, apveltits ar labu humora izjatu. Mdsu internatskola
pUisis noticéja saviem spékiem un patiesi atplauka. Vips beidza 9.klasi ka viens no labakajiem.

Péc tam zéns iestajas viena no Rigas koledZam, lai studétu ,, Tdrisma un viesu apkalposanas specialitaté”. Ar st gada
oktobri puisis paries macities uz profesionalo vidusskolu un apgds ,,Siltuma, gazes un ddens apgades tehnologijas”
programmu.

Juris, 18 gadus vecs

Es piedzimu 1990.gada aprili. Pirmas septinas klases nebija nozimigas. Tas pabeidzu viena no Rigas rajona mazpilsétas
vidusskolam. Pé&c septitas klases atnacu macities uz So internatpamatskolu. Te es iestajos klasé ar pavara paliga
kvalifikaciju. Pirmais gads nebija spozs. Bija loti daudz stundu, un ar7 klase no pasa sakuma nebija ta izcilaka un
labaka. Otrais pusgads bija jau labaks. Laikam tapéc, ka jau biju pieradis pie §is skolas.

Otraja kursa mums jau vajadz€ja meklét vietu, kur iziet praksi. Ta nu es saku stradat viena no bariem. No sakuma
man nepatika ST profesija, bet es centos visu apgtt. Ar laiku man tas iepatikas.

Tagad nu ir pienacis tresais kurss, kurs art jau iet uz beigam. Es loti priecajos, ka atnacu uz So skolu macities. Ja man
nebitu tik izcils skolotajs, es nekad nebltu pabeidzis So skolu un nebitu tik daudz apguvis. Es uz visu mizu to
atceresos.

Skolotaja komentars

Zéns nak no sociali maznodrosinatas, nelabvéligas gimenes. Laika, kad zéns macijas mdsu skola, vecaki ne reizi
neizradija interesi par déla panakumiem skola. Pirmais gads ar so zénu bija [oti grits, vips bija agresivs, atri
uzbudinams, nekontroléja savu uzvedibu un ricibu.

Parmainas zéna uzvediba varéja manit tikai otraja gada. Veiksmigas audzinasanas rezultata zéns kiuva mérktiecigs,
labi sapratas ar skolotajiem, uzticéjas tiem. Labi pabeidza 9.klasi un ieguva pavara paliga kvalifikaciju. Tagad zéns
strada atbilstosi savar profesijai.

Marija, 17 gadus veca

Es piedzimu 1991.gada maija. Savu bérnibu laga neatceros. Es sevi atceros tikai no ¢etru gadu vecuma un bérniba nav
bijusi pati labaka. To laiku es nedzivoju ar savu isto mati. Es dzivoju ar tévu un pamati... Man loti patika varit
nepatiksanas, biju ka mazs puika...

Tad saku iet pirmaja klasé un, protams, bez nepatiksanam dzivot nevaréju. Visu savu brivo laiku pavadiju tus€joties ar
zéniem, tapéc, ka ar viniem labak saprotos neka ar meiteném. Meitenes ir ka skukenes, kas visu laiku Cikst.

Tad pienaca bridis, kad es pat ar tévu vairs nedzivoju. Dzivoju ar krustmati, kura mani kadu laiku audzinaja. Laika,
kad es ar vinu dzivoju, es pasp&ju nomainit divas skolas un iestaties tresaja skola. Ari tas laiks nebija ka rozu darzs.
Tad pienaca laiks, kad nokluvu viena no Rigas rajona internatiem. Tas bija kaut kas!! Te es pavadiju savas dzives
apbrinojamakos gadus. Ne jau daudz, bet..vismaz man ta liekas. Te jau es ar1 neesmu svéta!!! Bet varu pateikt, ka
Saja skola daudz esmu iemacTjusies par dzivi un daudzi cilvéki man te ir palidzéjusi.

Kadu iemeslu dél es ierados internata? Manas gimenes dzives dél. Bet, ja godigi - es to nenoZéloju, jo te tiesam ir
jauki. Nenoliegsu, ka ir jau brizi, kad negribas macities, bet man nekas neatliek - to man vajadzées pasas talakai
dzivei, ko es pari saksu veidot.

Un ta jau es nonacu [idz 9.klasei... Sakuma pati biju Soka, ka es tik talu macibas esmu tikusi. Bet es macos tadél, ka
to man vajadzés un es vélos stradat laba darba, un es nevélos pielaut tadas kludas, ko pielava mans tévs.

Varu pateikt, ka man tagad ar1 viegli nav, bet es cinos, ka vien varu un nemaz nedomaju padoties.

Mana dzivé ir bijusi grati brizi, kurus es parcietu un es tadél cinos talak, lai mana dzivé nebitu tadas kludas. Es
uzskatu, ka es pati sevi esmu uzaudzinajusi, un to es ari talak darisu...
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Ja es esmu tikusi jau tik talu, tad es noteikti iesu talak, par spiti visam. Vienalga, kadas barjeras bis cela - es vienalga
tas parkapsu.

Nu ko..., varétu vel daudz ko uzrakstit, bet lapa vairs nav vietas. Varu teikt, ka nekad nepadosos, vienalga ka man
ies...

Skolotaja komentars

Neko daudz par meiteni pastastit nevaru. Es pazistu vipu tikai no 7.klases. Meitene ar savu ,,raksturipu”, vienmeér
macéjusi par sevi pastavet.

Meitenes labakie draugi - zéni. 2008./2009.macibu gada vipa uzsaka macibas profesionalas vidusskolas izglitibas
programmas ,,Edinasanas serviss” 1.kursa. Patreiz [oti aktivi iesaistijusies skolas izglitojamo parlamenta darba.

Ivars, 16 gadus vecs

Es no bérnibas daudz ko neatceros, tikai to, ka es biju spitigs un dariju daudzas blénas. Bérnudarza es ilgi nemacijos,
jo darju blénas, un tur man nepatika. Man (1dz piektajai klasei atlava darit, ko gribu, biezak neka bralim. Mamma
uzskatija, ka manam bralim nav jabiit tadam slaistam ka es. Mamma domaja, ka mani vairs nevarés mainit uz pret€jo
pusi, tas ir - uz labo. Lai bralis tads nekltu, vinu ierobezoja. Es varéju iet, kur vien grib&ju, tikai - lai laicigi atnaktu
vakara majas. Skola savas uzvedibas dél, es biju vissliktakais. Biezi vien man bija japaliek péc stundam, no kuram es
muku.

Péc 5.klases es saku bastot stundas un dariju vél ar1 citas blénas - pip€ju, saku dzert, bet to vecaki nezinaja. Pipét es
saku pa biskam no septiniem gadiem. 7.klasé to uzzinaja un es dabtju brazienu. Es aizmuku no majam un neradijos
tris dienas. Visas tris dienas biju kopa ar lielajiem draugiem, dzivojam ezermala un dzeram. 7.klas€ mani dél
bastotajam stundam atstaja uz otru gadu un izsvieda no skolas.

Tad es atnacu uz so intenatpamatskolu. Blénas es, protams, mazak saku taistt, smékésanu neatmetu, dzéru sestdienas
un svétdienas, kad biju majas. Jo vairak man to aizliedza, jo vairak es to dariju.

8.klasé es beidzot apjédzu, ka es maitaju savu veselibu un saku pat mazak smékét. Dé| sava slikta rakstura es ari
cietu. Sogad macos 9.klasé un man liekas, ka mana klase ir laba, jo es pats arT esmu stipri mainijies. Man to palidzéja
ST skola. Viss iet uz labo pusi!

Es gribétu klat par amatnieku vai pavaru, jo man patik Sie abi pulcini skola. Mans sapnis ir spélét basgitaru kada
grupa.

Skolotaja komentars

Péc internatpamatskolas beigsanas, puisis turpinaja macibas profesionalaja vidusskola un visus gadus apmekléja
Jaunsargu nodarbibas. Mdsu skola zéns beidza ,,Siltuma, gazes un ddens tehnologiju” programmu.

Sekmes bija viduvéjas. Péc profesionalas vidusskolas pabeigsanas vips turpindja stradat tirdznieciba saistiba ar
apgato specialitati.

llze

Mamin....es zinu, ka laikam tev iet labi. Mums ar téti iet briniskigi. Man ir divi brali un viena loti mazina masina. Kaut
brali ir pusbrali, bet es vinus milu no visa spéka. Kaut gan tu esi mana 1sta mate, es tevi nicinu un neieredzu tik stipri,
cik vien cilveks var ienist un nicinat. Kad tu aizgaji, més ar teti palikam ka divi barenisi bez mates. Tétis saka dzert un
biezi nebija majas. Es biju viena. Es sedéju majas un baidtjos, kaut tik kas nenotiek tétim. Zinaju, ja tétim bs slikti,
tad mani ievietos patversme.

Kad es baidijos, tu man biji loti vajadziga, un es biju gatava uz visu. Es gribéju, lai tu atnaktu pie manis un pateiktu:
,»Ar labu nakti, meitin!” P&c tam iedotu bucu, ka citas mammas to dara. Tétis daudz stradaja, lai varétu mani apgérbt
un paédinat. Tetis mani mil&ja tik stipri, ka abi vecaki kopa mil savus bérnus. Vieniga probléma bija ta, ka vins dzéra.

Tad mani aizveda uz bérnudarzu. Tas bija briesmigi. Man tolaik bija 3-4 gadi, bet es to atceros ka skaidru bildi. No
bérnudarza uz majam bérnus veda kaut kadas tantes. Es prasiju vienai meitenei: ,,Kur ir tavs tetis?” Meitene atbildéja:
»Ta ir mana mamma.” Es jautaju: ,,Kas ir mamma?” Tad visa grupina smé&jas par mani.. Es jutos nozelojami. Majas
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tétim jautaju: ,,Kur ir mana mamma?” Tetis ilgi man to nevaréja atbildet. No ta laika es baidijos no bérniem. Tétis
arvien biezak naca majas piedzéries. Mamma, tu nekad nebiji [1dzas. Tu mums biji loti vajadziga. Nekad, nekad,
nekad, dzirdi - nekad tu nebiji lidzas.

Tad krustmates draudzene un tétis kluva draugi. Tétis mani vairs nenéma véera, un es saku nikoties un dusmoties. Tétis
man nedeva bucu un nelasTja vakara pasaku. Tikai runaja ar tanti. Tad es izgudroju sev draugu rakiti un ar vinu
runajos. Es biju spitiga, bieZi raudaju un skr&ju projam ar savu rikiti un suniti Sariku uz biidinu. Taja bridf tu, mamin,
man biji vajadziga visvairak, bet vienigi rlkitis ar Sariku bija man blakus. Taja bridi es jutos viena uz pasaules un man
bija vajadziga mamma visvairak.

Pienaca mana dzimsanas diena un tétis man uzdavinaja ruki, es biju tik laimiga. Tétis man jautaja: ,,Vai es gribot
mammu?” Es atbildeju: ,,Ja, loti!” Tetis gribéja precét tanti. Es raudaju, biju pret un teicu: ,Neviens, nekad man
neatpems tevi!”. Par to tétis bija bédigs un vins skuma. Es vinu loti labi sapratu, miléju un tapéc piekapos. Es tik
daudz esmu parada gan tétim, gan tantei. Tagad mums ir Tsta gimene. T&tis vairs nekad nedzers.

Ja tu tiesam lasisi manu véstuli, tad zini, nemégini pat uzrasties.

Varbit, es tomer citadi jutu.
Tava bijust meita

Skolotaja komentars

Sabiedriba aktiva meitene, [oti centiga macibas. 9.klasé turpinaja macibas savas pasvaldibas skola.

Riga, 2008
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