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To 2xé0lo auto xpnuarodoteltal amo v
Eupwmaikri Emgponri. 2Ztnv mapodoa Onpooievon
EKQPACoOVTal Ol QIOWEIS TWY OUYYPAPEWY Kal 1
Eupwmaikii Emtponii O QEpel kapia evbuvn yia
Tov  omoladlimote  TPomo  aflomoinons  twy
mAnpowopiy mou  mapouctdlovral ota KEUEVA
aurd.

H mapovoa Opdon ulomouibnke amo to
Ivotirouto EkmaiOcuTiKoU Kat
EmayyeAuanikou  [lpooavatoliouou, otnv
Abriva, pe m ouvepyaota pag oupBouAou
amo gva Kevipo Epyalousvng Neotntag.
210 miaiolo autiic g opdong {ntiénke
amo OUO VEEG TOU EYKATEAEIwaV TMPowpa
v EKTAIOsUon va oinynbouv T {wii Toug
LEXDL OnjlEpa, TG EMTUXIEC Kal TS
anotuxies Tous aMd Kai Ta ovelpa Kai Ta
OXEOLQ TTOU EXOUV YIa TO LEAAOV.

The present activity was carried out by
the Institute of Training and Vocational
Guidance, Athens, Greece, in cooperation
with a counselor from a Working Youth
Center. Two young dropouts were asked
to narrate their life stories, their
successes and failures as well as their
dreams and future plans.

TO MONO MOY XPEIAZETAI EINAI NA NIZTEWEI KANOIOX ZE
MENA - H ZHMAZIA THZ AEYTEPHZ EYKAIPIAZ

ALL IT TAKES IS SOMEONE TO BELIEVE IN ME - THE
IMPORTANCE OF A SECOND CHANCE

I. To Xpoviko piag EykatdaAewyng
'Etol gkivnoay OAd ....

Eipat n Zogia kat ot yoveig pou xwploav otav Apouv 10 €Twv.
Av kat o matépa pou NBsAs va pe mMAnoldoel eyw OV TOV APnvda
EVW HE TNV UNTEPA HOU HAAWVAPE OUVEXEWD Yylati Oev HE
KataAdBaive kaBoAou. Eyw Apouva moAU Sepévn PE TOV TATTOU
Kdl TN ylayld PHou Kal HOvo XAplg 6 autoug KATAPEPA va KAVW
Kamola mpdaydatra otn {wh pou. AOyw Twv TPoBANUATwWY ToU
€ixa oto omitt To evOlAPEPOV HOU Yyla TO OXOAsio Kai ta
pabniuata AlyOOTEUE OUVEXWG KAl dpXlod va KAavw OAo Kal
TEPLOOOTEPEG KOTIAVEG.

I. The chronicle of an abandonment
How everything started ....

| am Sophia and my parents got divorced when | was 10 years
old. I stayed with my mother who didn’t understand me at all
and we fought all the time. Although my father tried to come
close to me | didn’t let him. The only persons | felt close to
were my grandparents and it is because of them that | managed
to accomplish these things in my life. Because of the problems |
had at home my interest in school was rapidly diminishing and |
began to skip school more and more.

Ot yoveig ...

Kat ot duo yoveig pou otnv oucia ékavav o kabévag tn {wn tou.
‘Etol, Kaveig amd toug OUo Oev evola@EpOnke Olaitepa ouTte
otevaxwpndnke f avnouxnoe otav Toug eima otL Ba oTapatiow To
oxoAgio oUte TOTE evilapépOnKav va pwrAcoUV Tw¢ TMAwW OTO
oxoAgio f av xpeldlopat kamowa Bonbsla, €va Qpovriotiplo, ag
TOUE.

The parents ...

Both my parents cared only for themselves and their lives. So,
neither was particularly interested, worried or upset when | told
them that I’m quitting school. Moreover, never did they ask how
things were going at school, whether | needed any help, some
tutoring for example.
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To oxoAclo ...

Ma va sipaote €AIKpLVeEiG, To oxoAgio, ol KaBnyntég dev evolagépovrav Kabolou yia ta maldd Kat ta
mpoBAfpard toug. To pdvo mou toug €volale NTav va KAvouv To PAdnud Toug Kal va TAVE OTITL TouG.
‘Htav moAU auotnpoi xwpig AOYo €vw KOLTAyave POVO TNV €EWTEPIKA €PPAvion Kal Kpivave povo amod
autn.

The school ...

To be honest, the school, the teachers were not interested at all for the kids and the problems they may
be facing. All they cared for was to finish their job and go home. They were extremely strict for no
reason at all while they judged you only on the basis of the way you looked, the way you dressed.

Ot iAot ...

Ot iAot pou oto oxoAeio Atave Aiyo TMOAU otnv i0la katdotaon pe gpéva, xUpa, e TOAAd mpoBARpara,
TWV TEPLOOOTEPWY Ol YOVEIG €ixav xwpioel, Osv ékavav @povtiotnplo, timota. ‘Etol, kavape oAot padi
KOTIAVEG OUVEXEWD €VW OUXVA Ola@wvoUCApE HE TIC AMOQACEIS TOU OXOAsiou Kat to Osixvape pe
KATtaAnWelg Kal aAAa tétowa. ‘Huaotav ol emavactdreg Tou oxoAeiou, ta pavupa mpdBata. ‘Etol, 1O
oxoAgio €ylve oa cpu?\aKr'] yla pag Kat ot Kabnyntég ot Oeopo@UAAKEG. To HOVO TToU ckscprc')pacrav Atave
va cpuyoups amd ekel Kal va apxicoupe emMTEAOUG va (oupa n {wn pag. Xta 15 - 16 Og oké@teoal oUTE TIg
OUVETIEIEG OUTE TO HEAAQV ... ATTAWG avTIOPAg TAPOPUNTIKAL.

The friends ...

My friends at school were more or less at the same situation as me, very loose individuals, with a lot of
problems. Most of them had also divorced parents, they couldn’t afford tutoring, they could afford
nothing. So, we all together skipped class repeatedly while we very often disagreed with the school’s
decisions and we expressed that with sit-ins and staff like that. We were the rebels of the school, the
black sheep. As a result, school became like a prison for us and the teachers were the guards. The only
thing in our mind was to get out of there and began, at last, to live our lives. At that age 15-16 you
don’t think about consequences or the future. You simply act on your impulses ...

Tnv i0la emoxn yvwploa €va TUTIO TIoU €iXe TAPATAOEL KAl AUTAG TO OXOAEi0 Kal oUTe GOUAEUE OUTE EKAVE
katt. ‘EByale eUKOAQ XpAPATA KAVOVTAG HIKPEUTIOPLO VAPKWTIKWY VW XpnotygomoloUoe Kat o idog. ‘Etol,
av Kal otnv apxn nuouva OIOTAKTIKA, c'1px10c1 clyd olyd va Kavw kal eyw xpron. To oxoAeio Oev pe
avc‘ilscpsps ma KaboAou Kat Zouca NV KAl pépa Omwg spxorav Kaveig ogv EV6lG(p€p9f]K£ va OTAPATACEL
auTh TNV Katdotaon, oUTE ol YOVE(g, OUTE TO OX0A&i0, oUTE KATOLOG KOIVWVIKOG opéag. AAAA Kat

apyotepa, Otav mMPooTadnoda va Pmw G KAToLo mMPOYPaUpd amotoivwong evw nuouva non £yKUog, Kaveig
Ogv evOLaWEPONKE OUTE TPOOTIABNCE va PE TANCLACEL KAl VA HE AKOUGEL, va JE KATAAABEL TpayUatiKd.

At the same time, | met a guy who had also abandoned school and he didn’t work, he did nothing. He was
making easy money dealing drugs while he used drugs himself. So, although at the beginning | was very
hesitant, | gradually began using drugs myself. As a result, school was becoming the least of my concerns
and | was living each day as it was coming my way. No one showed any interest in me, neither my family
nor the school nor any social service. Even later on, when | tried to ask for help and get into a
detoxification program while | was already pregnant with my child, no one was really interested in me or
tried to approach me, to actually listen and understand me.
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Kamolog evalapEpOnkKe ...

Metd ™ yévvnon tou maidloU Hou TO APnod oTn PNTEPA HOoU Kal £yw ouvéxiod tn {wr Hou akplBwg Omwg
Kat mptv. Tote yvwploa tn oUUBouAo amd to Kévipo Epyalopevng Nedtntag kat yla mpwtn gopd otn {wi
pou évolwoa Otl KAmolog pe KataAdBalve, Pe AKOUYE TPAYHATIKA, evOla@epotav yla péva. Evrael,
AUouva Kait eyw mo wplhn e€aitiag tou maidlou Kat £rol amo@doloa Ot BéAw va mpoomabnow va
emaveviaxbw. Me mpe coBapd Kat £Tol PHou £0WOE TO KivNTPOo va KAvw KATL yid péva.

Help comes my way ...

After the birth of my child, I left her with my mother and | went back to my old life. Everything was as it
used to be. Then, | met a counselor from a Youth Center and for the first time in my life | felt that
someone understood me, someone was listening to me, was really and genuinely interested in me. OK, |
was also more mature with the baby and everything and so | decided that | wanted to try to reintegrate
into society. The counselor took me seriously and this way she made me interested in doing something for
my self.

Mmika o€ éva mpdypaupd amotofivwong KAl auth tn @opd Tta KAatdgepa Kal To oAokARpwod. Twpd HéEVw
OTOV £EVWIVA TOU TMPOYPAMPHATOG, £va HEPOG TO OTolo alcBdvopal mPayHatika oa omitt pjou. Kat gival to
OTiTL hou Ta OU0 teAeutaia xpovia. Ekel vouwbw Apepn Kal ac@aAng Kal £T0lL UMOPW VA CUVEXIoCW va
mpoomadw va aAAaw tn {wn pou.

| entered into a detoxification program and this time | managed to stay and complete it. Now, I’m lining
in the guest house of the program, a place that is actually home for me. And it has been my home for the
last two years. There | feel relaxed and secure and so | can keep trying to change more things so as to
turn my life around.

‘Otav pmika otn @daocn g EMavéviagng amo@Aactoa ATt TPETMEL VA TEAELWOW TO OXOAEi0 yiati xwpig auto to
xapti 0gv Pmopouca va KAavw Kat MoAAd mpdypatra. Mou Atav amapaitnTo yla va PmopEcw Kal £Yw va
Yivw Karti, va SouAfPw, va TPooPEPw OTNY Kovwvid, va Kavw mpdypata onAadn. ‘Etol, ypagtnka o€ £va
VUXTEPIVO OXOAEI0 KAl KATAPEPA VA TO TEAELWOW Kal PAAlota e KaAd Babud.

When | entered the reintegration phase of the program, | decided that | had to finish school because there
were very few things | could do without this certificate. It was necessary in order to do something with
myself, to work, to offer to society, to accomplish things, that is. So, | enrolled at an evening school and |
managed to finish it and with good grades.

Metd ypdgtnka ot kamowa pabripata evoupatoAoyiag kat styling, ta omoia mapakoAoubw akopa Kat
KovteUw va ta oAokAnpwow. H evoupatoAoyia kat To styling eivat katt mou pou dpeoe amod maldi Kat mou
€lpal mpayHatika KaAn o€ auto. AKOpA Kdl 0 Kadnyntng twv KAAMTEXVIKWY OTO YUHVACLO HOU EIiXE TEL OTL
glpal KaAn Kal Pe €0TIPWXVE VA AGXOANBW HE TO OXEOL0 KAl KUPIWG HE TO 0XEQI0 HOSAG. AUCTUXWG OHWG
€puye amo to oxoAeio ylati eixe mpoBARpata uysiag, éxaca Tnv UTooTNPLEN TOU Kal ta mapdtnod.

After receiving my school certificate, | enrolled to a costumery and styling course, which I still follow and
I’m very close to completing. Costumery and styling are things that | really liked since | was a kid and I’m
really good at. Even my art teacher at school believed | was good at this and he told me so many times
and he tried to motivate me to follow a career in design, and more specifically in fashion design.
Unfortunately, he had to stop working because he has some serious health problems and thus I lost his
support and finally forgot everything about this plan.
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Twpa Kavw oxEola Kal £xw OvElpa yid To HEAAOV pou Eavd. MOAG mdpw To xapti Tng evoupatoAoyiag Oa
Walw va Bpw pla G0UAELd O AUTO TO AVTIKEIUEVO. AKOHA, OKEQPTOMAL VA TTAPW Hia £mMAOTNON KAl vd KAvw
TN OWKA HOU HIKPN ETMIXEipnon Tou Ba acxoAoUpal He Ta pouxda, KATL Tou ayamdw moAu. lMa mpwtn @opd
otn {wn POU KOITAW HUTTPOCTd, 0To HEAAOV Kal OV TO @oBdapal aAAd To MepHEVW PE Xapd Kat Amida.

Now, I’m making plans and | have dreams for my future again. When | finish the costumery course and
receive my certificate | will try to find a job in this area. I’m even thinking of applying for a grant and
create my own small enterprise where | could work with clothes, something | really love. For the first
time in my life, | look ahead at the future and I’m not afraid of it but | expect it with joy and hope.

Muwa Agutepn Eukaipia ...
A Second Chance ...

H veapn koméAa, n {wn tng omoiag divetal mapakdatw 6 OEANCE va XPNOIHOTOINCEL TO MPAYHATIKO TNG
ovopa.

The young adult, whose life is narrated below, didn’t want to use her real name.

H Mapia mpoépxetal amd HOVOYOVEIKN OLKOYEVELD Hld KAl Ol YOVEIG TNG Xwploav otav n idia Atav HIKpn Kat
OTn OUVEXeld o matépag tng e€agaviotnke. H pntépa tng onuloUpynos oxéon pe évav aAAo dvopa kai
améktnoe Tpia madid padi tou. ‘Opwg, KAl autog £@uye xwpig va emkovwvnoel Eava padi toug. ‘Etot, n
pNTépa EMPETE va epyaoctel Kal n Mapia avaykdotnke va avaAdBel tn @povtida tou omtioU aAAd Kal Twv
adeAPwVY NG HE Ta omoia cixe €tol Kat aAAwg 10 xpdvia Slagopd. TMa kamowo SldoTna, KATAPePE va
ouviudoel tn @povtida Tng OlKoyévslag HE TO OXOAgio Karch'17\7\ovrag TEpdoTIa npoondesla Ha Kat
ayamouce TMOAU TO OXOAgio evw ATAv Kal ApKeETA Ka7\n padnTpla Kal autd Tng £0LvE éva LoXupo Kivntpo.
Opwg, ol TOAAEG amouocieg mou avaykaldtav va KAvel Kal td Kevd mou dnploupyouvtav otn paenon ™g
gixav wg anora?\scpa va apnoel To oXoAgio Kal va a@ootwbei 0AoKANPWTIKA otn @povtida Tou omitiol Kal
TNG OIKOYEVELAG.

Maria comes from a single parent family since her parents were divorced when she was little and the
father disappeared completely from her life. Some time later on her mother entered into a relationship
with another man, with whom she had three more children. However, he also left the family and
disappeared. As a result, the mother had to work and Maria had to assume the responsibility of taking
care of the house and her siblings, since she was the oldest one (actually she was ten years older). For
some time, she managed to combine school with the care of the family, although it took a lot of effort,
since she really loved school and she was a good student, which provided her with a strong motive. Yet,
her household responsibilities forced her skip school more and more often resulting to the creation of
serious learning gaps. Thus, Maria not being able to deal with this situation and under the burden of her
multiple responsibilities quitted school.

Ma éva peydio xpoviko Oldotnua, n Mapia acxoAnOnke AmMoOKAEIOTIKA HE TN povTidd Tou omTioU Kal TnG
olkoyévelag, avaAauBdavovtag TARPWG TO POAO TNG UNTEPAG.  XTN OUVEXELd, APXIOE va OOUAEUEL
TIEPLOTACIAKA apXLKc'I wg m.o?\r']rpla pe Wlaitepa xapnAn agoiBh Kat Xwpig acpAAela Kal otn CUVEXELd WG
Una7\7\n7\og o€ €va cpu)roypa(pslo emiong pe xapn?\sg apoBn. Opu)q, o spyoc‘iorng ™g QePOTav Aoxnua Kat
€tol GVGYKGGTI’]KE va otapatiosl. Metd, amo aursg g apvnru(sc_; apnslplag n M(]pl(l €uelve A€oV oTO OTriTL,
XWPig va mpoomadei GANo va aAAdEEL Ty Katdotaon 1 va KAvel KATL yld TOV £aUTO TNG.
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For a long period of time, Maria was exclusively engaged in taking care of the family and the house, fully
assuming the responsibilities of the mother. However, later on, she began to work occasionally originally
as a saleswoman, with very low pay and no insurance. Following that, she worked for awhile as a clerk at
a photography shop where the pay was very low as well. The employer was mistreating her though and
she had to quit. After these negative experiences Maria simply stayed at home and ceased any effort to
change her situation or do something for hereself.

Kamowa otiyurl mnyaivovrag oto KMA tng meploxng tng, n oUUBoUAOg amacxoAnong tng HiAnoes yia éva
2x€010 Equal, to omoio ulomoloUtav otnv MEPLOXN TNG ATTIKAG Kal ameubuvotav o€ dtopa mou gixav
EYKATAAEIWPeL TO oxoAgio Kal Ogv OlEBeTav TI¢ amapaitnteg 0£EIOTNTEG WOTE va UTOUV oTNV ayopd £pyaciac.
H Mapia cmocpc'lclca va TAPEL TIEPICOOTEPEG n?\npocpopisg yla auto, €ide otL ATav KAtl mou tnv avc‘ilécpsps
Kal TEMKA pike oto Xxédo. MapakoAoubnoe £va mpoOypappa Kataptiong ya Boneoug Mpapeiou pe xprion
H/Y, pe paya?\n ouvémela kat evolagépov. Katd tn OWdpKeld tng MPAKTIKAG doknong n Mapia unnp&a
Wiaitepa cuvemng Kat amodotikr, Oeixvovtag Tig u(avomrsg mou O1€Bete.  AuTO CIVCIYV(.oplGTI’]KE and toug
umelBuvoug Me amotéAeopa va TIG OWOOUVE TEPLOOOTEPEG appodldTNTEG am’ Ot oToug GAAOUG
ekmaidsudpevoug. ‘ETol, n TPAKTIKA AOKNON AMOTEAECE pld TIOAU BETIKN £pyactakn ePMelpia ya tny iola,
0edopévou OTL TG €0WOE TNV EUKALPIA va OUVEIONTOTOLNOEL TIG IKAVOTNTEG ToU OEBETE aAAd Kal TIG
OuvatdTNTEG TNG Yld TeEPLOcOTEpA mpdypata. H avayvwplon mou €lo€mpale amod Toug UmeEUBuvoug
OUVEBAAAE ONUAVTIKA OTO VA TMOTEYPEL GTOV EAUTO TNG.

At some point Maria visited the Employment Promotion Center in her area, and the employment counselor
informed her about an Equal project which was implemented in the region of Attica and addressed young
dropouts who lack the necessary skills to enter the labor market. Maria thought it sounded interesting,
asked for more information and finally decided to enter the program. Within this framework, she
participated in a training program for office clerk assistants with use of P/C, showing great interest and
consistency. During the practicum at an enterprise, Maria was particularly efficient and reliable and as a
result the person responsible for the trainees assigned to her more responsibilities than the other trainees.
Thus, the practicum turned out to be a very positive and rewarding experience for her since it gave her
the opportunity to realize that she possessed quite a few skills as well as that she has the potential for
much more things. The recognition she received from the person responsible for the trainees contributed
significantly in improving her self image as well as believing in herself.

Twpa, n Mapia epydletal o pia etaipia tnv omoia Bpnke péow tou KEK mou uAomoinoes Kat Tnv Katdption.
Tooo n i0la 600 Kat ol EpyodOTEG TNG £ival TOAU EUXAPLOTNHEVOL Kal HAAIOTA O OUVTOHO XPOVIKO Sldotnpa
n Mapia mipe mpoaywyn o€ pia B€on e peyaAltepeg umeUBUVOTNTEG AAAG KAl KAAUTEPEG ATTOOOXEG.

Now, Maria is working at a company which she found through the training center that implemented the
training program. Both Maria and her employer are very satisfied while recently Maria was promoted to a
higher position, one with more responsibilities and better salary!

ABnva / Athens 2008
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