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I. The General Direction of Social Assistance and the Child’s Protection-Ilfov 
A special purveyor in social assistance

The reorganisation and development of Social Assistance Services are made according to Article 22 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which stipulates that:“ Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security and is entitled to realization, through national effort and international co-operation and in accordance with the organization and resources of each State, of the economic, social and cultural rights indispensable for his dignity and the free development of his personality” 

In this way, Romania promotes and respects the rights from the Charter of Fundamental Rights, adopted on 7 December 2000.

1. Child Rights

· The children must be under protection and attendance for own welfare and they must express freely their own opinions;
· The interest of the child is the most important in all the decisions taken by the public authorities or by private institutions;
· Each child has the right in keeping a good and direct relation with his own parents, if this is good for the superior interest of the child.
     2. Seniors Rights
· Recognizes and respects the right at a dignified and autonomous life and a good participation at a social and cultural life.
3. Integration of persons with handicap  

· Recognizes and respects the right at social performance and social services which ensure protection for all persons with needs;
· Every resident or immigrant has the legal right at social security and other social rights;
· Controlling the social exclusion and poverty;

· Recognizes and respects the right at social assistance and the right at having a house, because the society has to ensure a decent life for the persons in difficult situations.
Our national system of social assistance is established by the Law no. 47/2006, and is an important component in social protection. It represents all institutions and measures through which the government by its public authorities of the local administration and civil society ensures prevention, limitation or removes temporary or permanent effects for some situation that can lead to social exclusion.
The General Direction of Social Assistance and Child’s Protection is subordinated to Ilfov County Council and to the General Direction of Social Assistance and Child’s Protection and has the following roles:

· To settle an anti-poverty plan and to promote social inclusion;
· To initiate programmes for social development;
· To manage institutions and centres specialized in social assistance;
· To support technically, with human and financial resources the local services of social assistance;
· To ensure the social and county development, promote social inclusion, offer protection for children, seniors and special needs persons, special services for homeless persons, social inclusion for persons in difficult situations, persons that have committed crimes and also substance abuse prevention programmes.

The social services are supported through measures such as: family allowance; social and special help for families and persons, based on their needs and incomes; social services for the development of individual or community capacities by supporting their social needs, increasing the quality of life and promoting the principles of social inclusion.


The General Direction of Social Assistance and Child’s Protection, based on law regulation, can offer help and special social services, such as:
A. Family Allowance – to persons and children with disabilities:

1. Allowance for the children in family placement or for children in guardianship;

2. Governmental allowance for children with disabilities;

3. Social allowance for visually disabled persons with severe and medium handicap;
4. Monthly allowance for persons with severe and medium handicap;
5. Allowance for those that accompany the person with severe and medium handicap;
6. Allowance for visually disabled persons with severe and medium handicap that have a job;
7. Food allowance, for persons with HIV/AIDS.
B. Special Assistance – facilities for persons with physical, sensorial, psychical and mental disabilities (TV, radio, transportation).
C. Social Services – active support for persons, families and communities in difficult situations, based on the following principles: social solidarity, centrality of the family and of the community, partnership, teamwork, community organisation and others.
All the persons, family or groups in difficult situations, are beneficiaries of the following social services:
1. Protection of abandoned or orphan children:

· Integration into  families - maternal assistance;
· Temporary housing  and attendance in Residential Centres (max. 100 places) and in private system in family houses (12 places);
· National adoption.
2. Protection of  children with disabilities:

· Complex evaluation to establish the handicap and the appropriate attendance methods;

· Temporary housing, attendance, support for special assistance, social inclusion, support services in residential system and in familial houses;
· Some actions which target social rehabilitation in community centres (Day Centres)

3. Protection for adults and disabled persons:
· Complex evaluation to establish the handicap and attendance methods;
· Temporary housing in residential system, special attendance, social rehabilitation;
· Social reintegration for physically disabled persons.

4. Protection for adults:
· Diagnosis and treatment of social and medical cases in need of attendance in socio-medical centres.
5. Protection for mother and child:
· Temporary housing and attendance for a six month period in a maternal centre.
6. Child and abused women protection – victims of domestic violence:

· Social services to prevent domestic violence and traffic in persons.
7. Protection for persons in difficult situations:

· Housing in an emergency centre on a certain period, until the situation is overcame.
8.  Special social services for intervention in case of emergency:
· Social phone, social ambulance and the mobile team.
The General Direction of Social Assistance and the Child’s Protection-Ilfov, proposes a good development and a good quality of social services and wants to cover as many needs as possible. 
II. Factors that lead to institutionalized young dropout 
The aim of the General Direction of Social Assistance and the Child’s Protection-Ilfov is to promote and protect children's rights, the rights of the children who are temporary or permanently deprived of family care or the rights of the children for whom protection means taking them away from their families.

One of the major problems that the Romanian society encounters is related to the dropout phenomenon and there are multiple reasons for this. The most serious one would be the fact that school is not valued anymore for the educational results it provides. Another reason would be the social and economical status of the family and the individual features of the pupils/students. The dropout phenomenon it's more frequent among undermined minority and it is generated by poverty and isolation, by the collateral costs implied by the education, even though it is free of charge.

The prolongation of the economical crisis and the needs of underprivileged groups, lead to consider a part of the population as extremely poor (which doesn't necessarily mean financial or material needs, but a multitude of factors that may lead to social, economical and cultural exclusion). These factors are related to being homeless or unemployed because of the economical situation in that particular area as well as the lack of a job qualification that means no income, no access to medical care, education and social marginalisation or exclusion.

Long term effects show that poverty and education are in relation, because the lack of education supports poverty also for the next generations. This affects the individual as well as the society. It also means that for a child coming from an extremely poor family and that cannot support him financially or socially, the access to education or professional development would be highly restricted.

Low quality of educational and of professional training diminishes a person's chances to have a job and increases the risk of social exclusion and on a long term this means extreme poverty. The access to education, as well as the access to medical care and the adequate living conditions can facilitate or restrict social integration and also increase or decrease the chances of future generation's success.

So, the access to education for the children belonging to poor families it is as much an educational matter as a social and economical one. In other words, the reasons for which children's access to educations is restricted is equally related to the malfunctions of the educational system as well as social and economical problems, starting with not being able to afford nurture and clothing and all the way to the educational expanses which are bigger that family incomes allow.

More over, the interviews with these people show that they value school highly, identifying it with the only chance to break out of poverty and assuring a better future. Same people realize that there is little hope for their children to continue their educational training after completing the compulsory educational path and get a qualification which would help them to find a job for a decent life.

For the institutionalized children the government provides all necessary conditions in order for them to attend school. Most of the dropping out cases of the institutionalized young are caused by confusion or the lack of norms and values but it is also a consequence of the family environment they come from. The children are disobedient, don’t respect the rules imposed by the school, truant, unable to graduate the school year, lack of motivation and interest towards school. Also the teachers have an important role and sometimes they make mistakes by their attitude and way of approaching the students.

Another important reason for truancy and school abandon would be the entourage especially for the children that can be easily influenced but also their wish of freeing themselves from the educational authority, their need of providing food, cloths or other objects by unconventional ways.

Fighting school abandon means:

· Psycho pedagogical and psychosocial measures (establishing interpersonal relations needed for a successful social and familial integration);

· Social and professional measures that follow the ones mentioned above, that aim to prevent dropout phenomenon;

· Early diagnosis of children with different behavioural, emotional and aggression problems;

· Legal measures that allow increasing the degree of social influence.
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